A 9-year-old Thoroughbred mare aborted a 254-day-old male fetus. Ten days prior to the abortion, the mare was shipped from Creston, California to Lexington, Kentucky. Just 3 days before the abortion, the mare was examined by palpation and found to carry a live foal. The mare had been vaccinated for influenza, EHV-4, and Streptococcus equi, and had been dewormed with ivermectin.
and mononuclear cells was present in the hepatic lymph node. Atrophy and necrosis of chorionic villi, slightly hyperplastic allantoic epithelium, and congested stroma and villi were observed in the placenta. Necrotic villi contained degenerated neutrophils, and infiltration of the stroma by neutrophils was also observed. A few of the stromal blood vessels contained fibrin thrombi.
After approximately 48 hours of incubation, aerobic culture of the liver, lung, and kidney on 5% equine blood agar plates yielded small, dry, beta-hemolytic bacterial colonies. The bacterium was a small pleomorphic gram-positive bacillus. Using conventional media the bacterium was catalaseand urease-positive and gelatinase-negative. Glucose and maltose, but not sucrose, mannitol, and xylose, were acidified. Based on these characteristics the bacterium was Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis. 2 This bacterium was sensitive to bacitracin, cephalothin, erythromycin, furadantin, gentamicin, lincoymcyin, novobiocin, penicillin, triple-sulfa, tetracycline, timentin, and tribrissen.
Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis infection causes deep subcutaneous abscesses, ulcerative lymphangitis, and internal abscesses in horses. [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] Abortions due to infection with C. pseudotuberculosis have been previously reported, 4-6 but histopathologic results were not included. This is the first report that describes in detail the pathologic lesions found in the aborted fetus and the placenta. The source of infection and the port of entry of C. pseudotuberculosis into the horse are not well documented. In previous reports the abortions were believed to occur as sequelae to primary subcutaneous or internal abscesses in the mares. In our case the mare had no resulting in drainage of a small quantity of tan-to-red creamy exudate. months previously. The mass had been surgically lanced by
The mass was located in the upper lip near the commissure the referring veterinarian on 3 separate occasions, each time of the mouth, and was large (10 x 5 x 3 cm), raised, and firm. It was covered by ulcerated skin and extended through
